Comma Notes:

1. Use commas to separate independent clauses (these pass the complete sentence test of having a subject, a verb, and being a complete thought) when they are joined by coordinating conjunctions: and, but, for, or, nor, so, yet.

Examples:

The class was over, but Tim refused to leave.

Stephanie explained her question, yet Mr. C. could not understand it.

Alex stood up and threw his pen at Mr. C. (does not need a comma, because “threw his pen” cannot stand on its own as an independent clause)

2. Use commas after introductory clauses (that begin with: after, although, as, because, if, since, when, while) that precede an independent clause.  A clause contains a subject and a verb.
Examples:

While I was eating, my son kicked me.

Because her alarm clock was broken, Heidi was late for school.

If you are sick, you should go to the nurse.

3 Use commas after introductory phrases (differs from a clause because no subject) that precede an independent clause.
Examples:

Having finished his homework, Steve threw the textbook away.

To get a seat, you better come early.

After the test, Megan ran from the room screaming.

4.  Use commas after introductory words that precede and independent clause.

Examples:

Well, perhaps Mr. C. is insane.

Yes, you should receive your report card soon.

However, you may not like the grades.

5. Use pairs of commas in the middle of a sentence to set off nonessential elements.

Examples:

That Tuesday, which happens to be my birthday, is the only I can meet with you.

The teacher, who is very cool, doesn’t know anything about English.

Throwing David out the window, however, was not the right thing to do.

6. Use commas to separate three or more words, phrases, or clauses in a series.

Examples:

I packed my surfboard, wetsuit, and towel into my car.

The politician promised to raise your taxes, send you to war, and not fund your schools.

7. Use commas to separate two or more adjectives that describe the same noun.

Example:

Heather is a brilliant, humble student.

8. Use a comma near the end of a sentence to indicate a pause or shift.

Example:

You’re one of his close friends, aren’t you?

The teacher seemed uninformed, even stupid.

