Final Composition: Essay Option

Write a 5-paragraph essay on the following prompt: Choose a work of literature (novel, short story, poem) that we have read this year and argue why this text should be read by other people.
· Essay should be in academic/formal tone

· 3 body paragraphs must be in 1-2-3-1 format

· If you choose this option, see me about signing out a book or printing off a story or poem for your quotes

· Essay should be proofread and free of errors

· All essays will be checked for plagiarism. If any text is found to be plagiarized, you will receive a zero for this composition grade and be written up to your Dean. Even changing the words from someone else’s idea and passing it off as your own is plagiarism. Do your own analysis.
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Introductory Paragraph 
	A technique is effectively used to catch the reader’s interest, states the main topic, and previews the structure of the paper. 
	A technique is used to catch the reader’s interest, states the main topic, and previews the structure of the paper.
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper, but does little beyond offering a thesis. 
	Not a complete thesis: the introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader.  

	Support for Thesis 
	Student’s opinions, analysis, or ideas go beyond the obvious.  Excellent 1-2-3-1 paragraphs support all points of the thesis in a logical order. 
	Student’s opinions, analysis, or ideas are relevant.  Adequate 1-2-3-1 paragraphs support all points of the thesis in a logical order. 
	1-2-3-1 paragraphs are inadequate in at one area; or, paragraphs do not support all points of the thesis in a logical order.  
	1-2-3-1 paragraphs are inadequate in more and one area; or, the student writes about topics that were not addressed in the thesis.

	Concluding Paragraph 
	The conclusion restates the entire thesis in a logical order and effectively uses a technique to end the composition in an intriguing way. 
	The conclusion restates the entire thesis in a logical order, and uses a technique to end the composition in an intriguing way. 
	The conclusion restates the entire thesis in a logical order, but does not end the composition in an intriguing way.
	The conclusion does not restate the entire thesis, or restates the thesis in an illogical order.

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions) 
	Writer makes 0-6  errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 7-12 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 13-18  errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 15 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


Grading:  
16=100; 15=98; 14=95; 13=92; 12=88; 11=85; 10=82; 9=78; 8=75; 7=72; 6=68; 5=65; 4=62
