Final Composition: Short Story Option

	Write an original short story for your final composition. Your story will be graded on the following elements:

· Characterization: your characters are vividly described: their physical appearances as well as the way the act and  speak.

· Your plot should have an interesting and exciting conflict in which something is at stake for your protagonist (i.e. the conflict matters to your protagonist)

· The conflict should be resolved in an exciting/intriguing way that is logical to the events of the story.

· The scenes of your story have vividly described settings

· Story should be between 3-6 pages, and may not be a story from the Mystery Fiction or Creative Writing courses (I’ll ask the teachers)
· See me if you have questions about how to set up dialogue.


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Problem/Conflict 
	It is very easy for the reader to understand the problem the main characters face and why it is a problem. 
	It is fairly easy for the reader to understand the problem the main characters face and why it is a problem. 
	It is fairly easy for the reader to understand the problem the main characters face but it is not clear why it is a problem. 
	It is not clear what problem the main characters face. 

	Solution/Resolution 
	The solution to the character's problem is easy to understand, and is logical. There are no loose ends. 
	The solution to the character's problem is easy to understand, and is somewhat logical. 
	The solution to the character's problem is a little hard to understand. 
	No solution is attempted or it is impossible to understand. 

	Characters 
	The main characters are named and described using both their images and their actions. Most readers could describe the characters accurately. 
	The main characters are named and described. Most readers would have some idea of what the characters looked like. 
	The main characters are named. The reader knows very little about the characters. 
	It is hard to tell who the main characters are. 

	Setting 
	Many vivid, descriptive words are used to tell when and where the story took place. 
	Some vivid, descriptive words are used to tell the audience when and where the story took place. 
	The reader can figure out when and where the story took place, but the author didn't supply much detail. 
	The reader has trouble figuring out when and where the story took place. 

	Spelling and Punctuation 
	There are 1-5 spelling or punctuation errors in the final draft. Character and place names that the author invented are spelled consistently throughout. 
	There is 6-10 spelling or punctuation errors in the final draft. 
	There are 11-15 spelling and punctuation errors in the final draft. 
	The final draft has more than 16 spelling and punctuation errors. 


Grading:  
20=100; 19=98; 18=95; 17=92; 16=88; 15=85; 14=82;13=78; 12=75; 11=72; 10=68; 9=65; 8=62; 7=58

