"HILLS LIKE WHITE ELEPHANTS" 
1. How much can you find out about the setting of the story (i.e. where, when, what, who, why etc.)?  List examples from the text.


2. Who are these people?  Write down everything you can find out about the man:

Write down everything you can find out about the woman:


3. What are they talking about (really)?




4. Describe the man's position in this matter.
5. Describe the woman’s position.


6. Consider the possible symbolic value of these images/expressions:



a. "The girl looked at the ground the table legs rested on."  Why does she do this? 





b. "Across, on the other side, were fields of grain and trees along the banks of the Ebro. Far away, beyond the river, were mountains. The shadow of a cloud moved across the field of grain and she saw the river through the trees."








7. What will happen next for this couple? Give reasons for your view. 
8. A white elephant is a supposedly valuable possession whose cost (particularly the cost of upkeep) exceeds its usefulness, and it is therefore a liability.  The term derives from the sacred white elephants kept by traditional Southeast Asian monarchs.  Explain how the title “Hills Like White Elephants” is pertinent to the story.
