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“The Nightmare Box,” by Chuck Palahniuk

Answer each question as completely as you can.

1. How does Palahniuk foreshadow what the Nightmare Box will do to people?  What type of mood does this create?  Give two examples from the story.

2. What motivates Mrs. Clark, Cassandra’s mother, to do all of her research on the Nightmare Box?  What is her theory?

3. Explain how the Nightmare Box works, and, according to Rand, what it shows the people who look inside.

4. How do the people act after having looked into the Nightmare Box?  Why do they act this way?

5. After all of her research and worrying about her daughter, explain why Mrs. Clark doesn’t look into the Nightmare Box at the end?  If given the chance to look in yourself, would you?  Explain why you would or wouldn’t.

